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Where Has He Been?
Cat Stevens Talks to Discoveries

by Chris Nickson

What's in a name? A great deal
Mames define us, and present us to the
world. They say a lot about who we
are, where we come from, and how
we'ne perceived. Take, for example,
Steven Demetri Georgiou. Greek, yes.
How about Yusuf [slam? Arabic,in  ~
SOme WAy

As a matter of fact, they re the same
person at different stages of his life. He
was horn with the first, and took on the
second when he was 30 years ald. Inbe-
tween the two he'd enjoyed yet another
identity, the one by which he's best
known around the world - Cat Stevens

Now, with a pretty new Best Of and
his Island label albums all appearing in
handsomely remastered editions. it's
fime to take a look back at the Cat. He
walked away from all of that, o devote
his life to Islam and his family, and for
many years he's refused to talk about
the past, as if it was another country
he'd left behind and didnt want o
revisit But time changes a lot of
things, and he's willing to open up
about the days that have become a
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The pair went into the studn and
emerged with some tunes. Thal was
fine, but they still needed & label. and a
name that was a bit snappier than
Steve Adams. And so Cal Stevens
emerged

“Cat was o good name because my
ariginal name would have been very
difficulr. Cat came from the time,
because there were so many cats all
over the place - "Cat Ballou.” *"What's
New, Pussyeat™', “Walking My Cat
Named Dog,” all of those. And | had a
friend who described my features as
somewhat feline. And [ kept the name
Steven.”

Hurst took two completed songs he'd
dore with Stevens. including the self-
written “1 Love My Dog,” to Teny Hall
at Decea, who liked what he heard, and
made an affer. They'd put out the
record - not on Decea itself, but on
their new label, Deram, which was
aimed at a more “'progressive” market.

“They liked it and decided o use it
to launch their new label Deram, which
also had the Moody Blues and David
Bowie,” Stevens remembers

Released in November 1966, 12 was
an instant smash, going all the way to
#28 on the charts. Su y Cat
Stevens wis o stan

“My first major gig was “Top of the
Pops,’ which for someone new to the
scene was awesome. | was
faced with six million viewers, and
was petrified! But that's the way things

happened |n those days. Overnight
Slars were made

His stardom was confirmed when
“Manthew And Son”™ ¢climbed all the
way to #2 in February 1967. Not only
was he suddenly on the road, taking
part i a package tour with the Walker
Brothers, Engelbert Humperdinck, and
the Jimi Hendrix Experience, but his
writing talents were in demand. Anoth-
er of hus songs, “Here Comes My
Baby." gave the Tremeloes their Arst
hit after the departure of singer Brian
Poale

“Brian Poole had just left, and he
was convinced he was going to be a
huge success, Then the Tremeloes cov-
ered “Here Comes My Baby,” and they
were the ones who became successful
There were a couple of other covers,
toa, which weren't so well known -
Peter and Gordon did one.”

Throughout 1967 the hits truly did
keep on coming. There was “I'm
Gonna Get Me A Gun,” in Apnl, the
Marthew and Sor: album 2 month laver,
which peaked at #7. and “A Bad Night”
(#20. Between touring, writing,
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The cure was literally
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*The times were a lintle bit heavy or
me. After about a year of the pop
lifestyle | was out of if, and [ whiske
away into haspital with tuberculoss
was in Lidhurst, the King Edward VII
Hospital. Someone who was there at
the same time was Boris Karloff, and |
believe he passed oway that year, 1968
It was an archaic disease, really, not
something you got in the middle of
London, 0 it was quite & shock. Bux
you can get it when you're weak and
overstressed.”

During his lengthy hospital stay, two
singles were ssued (“Here Comes My
Wile™ and “Where Are You™) which ful-
filled the requirements of his Deram
contract. Neither of them were hits,
and it seemed as if the rise and fall of
Car Stevens might have happened very
quickly Instead, it proved o be merely
the end of phase one

“One of the important parts of thar
pervod of convalescence was that 1
started to look within myself, gettuing
deeper, and asking big quesTions about
life and the meaning of my existence.
That coincided with 2 growing interest

meditation,
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Stevens belicved in what he was doing |
He put together an acoustic band that
mchucked gumtarest Alun Davies and
refurmed to the studio to record a fol-
low-up album, Tea for the Tillerman,
which appeared in December 1970,

“Alun was my right-hand man. We
played off each other, especially in the
snxle He'd be like & rock sitting there |
doing his thing of sparkly guitar. Of
course, my songs lent themselves to a
new sound and a new genre, il you
like.”

It was a luminous record, very acces-
sible to both an sudience coming from
pop and those reaching out from lolk
music, with songs ke “Father And
Son,” “Sad Lisa " and his own version
of “Wikd World™ In retrospect. many
of his songs from the time, Stevena
says, point toward his future,

“Barys become men, and mens” paths
don't always walk in the same line |
“Peace Tratn™ took & long time to
record, and we pever got it as exciting
as we did live. The words were a
reflection of what I've found today. The
root of lalam comes from the world
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How could he follow th
cng the L:t]n:lh- s
was exactly what & 4 Catch
Bull at Four, bringing synthesizer into
the mix. It warked; the album topped
the charts at Amersca, and rose to #2
in Britain. It seemed as if he could do
absolutely no wrong, but he wasnt o
happy person. Al the fame and for-
tune was fine, but it wasn't giving him
what he desired inside. Some of that
would be reflected on his next record,

wat? By broad
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| rosd to find o™

ing a nomadic life out of & e

sionally coming home to see my

I was seeking my place and

@ my future, and hoping I'd find

my true identity
He was, in his own words, “on the
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reached o destination yet, although he

WAk very conschoust

ly seeking, as hi
next album m 1974 would make crystal

| clear

| The album after EIII:\'IL:L'A'I was Bud
dak and the Chocolate Box., That was &
record where | tned to prove that |
hadnt gone away There were some
familiar tones and sounds in the songs,
but that album epitomized the paradox
of my life at the time. [ was standing
between the life of an ascetic and the

CAT STEVENS

red I wasn't ms
| never knew

knorw any Motiims, so there was e
t et it for me. | found a lot

%, seeing the names of Abra
1, Moses, and Jesus, and it wasnt
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While Stevers was searcheng the
world was poing on around lhim. The
album climbed almost to the top of the
charts in both America and Britain
whilé & cover of Sam Cooks"s “Another
Saturday Night™ became & top rwenty
single in both countries

The following year, 1975, saw the
release of Greatest Hits, a collection of
his Island years smashes, comciding
with a bu; tour Number rew in HBritain
#6in the US. it effectively rounded off
in era for Stevens, who was thinking
more and more about following his
heart and becoming a Muslim  His
new concerns would appear, imdirectly,
on fos next release, Numbers

“Numbers was based on & strange
prophetic figure who represented sero
He went to a planet where they made
numbers from one to nine He coused
a stir. On that ethereal level, it was
looking for answers.”

His tirst album of the perod not o
chart in the UK, it was & complex,
involved work that went well beyond
the usual singer-songwriter fare,
demanding a lot of the listener 1t also
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his life, and what

“la the stage of my development, it
was natural o marry and start a famaily
My first child was barm in 1980, Then |
thousght about education for her |
wrote a poem called “A is for Allah.™ |
wanied to teach her that before apples
and balls comes the Creator of every-
thang [ got involved with some other
parerts, and in 1981 we began this
schoal called Islamia

Now there are four schools, covening
the full age spectrum. | withdrew from
the music world and became very
mvolved in education and reliel ongans
zatons. They occupled my tHme [or
many years. But the growing distortion
of the message of [slam began 1o dis-
tress me. People hadn't had the chance
to learn that the basic message was
peace. | decided to get up and do
something. [and| went into the record-
ing studio again. Not 1o make music - |
think my career a8 Cal Stevens had had
a finite beginndng and end - but 1o edu-
cate.”

The result, in 1995, was The Lige of
the Last Prophet, a primarily spoken-
word album. “To me, Islam is encap-
Hl.ludmntlll'cullbrl.mﬁw

(Mahomet). OUn that record | sang a
famous traditonal Lslamic sung. “The
White Moon Is Risen Over Us,” and
that was & tremendous hit in Muslim

tries!™

It was a8 i he was jinxed o have
hits, in ane way or anather  But per-
haps he'd also comé to realize that in
denying his recording abilities, he was
cutting hmself off from some God-
given takent, and since then he has

“1 never saw
anything in the
Koran which
degraded music.”
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We have schoods in Lond
Willesden to be precise, an
for Mountain of Light in 1sl
nrea where we have our schools
whiere | recorded Tea for the Tillerman
and Teaser and the Firecat. They were
both done at Morgan. Muasic has the
Jh1l| ¥ to etch ume on your memorics
and heart These days | do isten to
and reflect on those songs.  (f course,
the memories are all there. Buot it”

interesting, listening to the words, how
they became predictions. | was
unaware of that at the time. “On The

Road To Find Out”™ is a perfect illustra-
tion of my e before 11 happened,
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Singles
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I Lowe My Dog/ Portobello Road
Derman

Matthew And Son' Granny (Deram)

1967

I'm Goona Get Me A Gun/ School 1s
hat (Deram

A Bad Night' The Laughing Apple
Deram)

Ky Blackness Of The Night

1968

Lowely City/ Image Of Hell (Deram)

Here Comes My Wife/ [t's A Supa
Dupa Life (Deram)

196Y

Where Are You' The View From The

Deram

Ready/l T k [ See The Light
1978

Twa Fine People
1976

Banapple Gas’ Gl L
and 0¥ | L And Coon

Never Wanted) To Be

1977
Eem

Bad Penny (Island

Ru 1 s OF The J
Schoolyard' Land O Free Love And
Goodbye (Island

Was Dog A Doughnut! Sweet Jamaica
laland

1979

Bad Brakes Nascimento (laland

Last Love Song/ Nascimento ([sland

Randy Nascimento d

Island

Marthew and Son (1967, Deram

New Masters (1967, Deram

Mong Bone Jakon (1970, Island

Tea for the Tillerman (1970, Island

Teaser and the Firecat (1971, Island

Casch Budl af Fowr (1972, Ilsland

Foreigner (1973, Island

Buskdah arud the Chocolate Box
1974, Island)

Samurday Night (1974, Island

Numbers (1975, Lsland)

[zieso (1977, Island

Back to Earth (1979, Island)

L-qil.m-
The World of Ce
1970, lh'l.lhl
Motthew dmd Som New Masters
(1971, Deram
Very Young and Early Somgs
(1972, Deram US)
Greatest Hits (1975, Island)
First Cuts (1980, Deram)
The Collectnion (1986, Castle)
Cat Stevens (1988, Spot)
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