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TOTAL ECLIPSE

In the physical universe a total eclipse is a forboding dark- TR s
ness caused when one planet crosses in front of a source of light. ,( x;j:%“ j
It's a great cause of wonder, but the result is an even stronger A1 ’F“’
energy and brightness that emanates thereafter. In ancient |/ '« /
times it was a sign of change, a symbol that something new was
on the horizon. In 1992 this Total Eclipse is a throbbin’ groovin’
rockin’ slammin’ feelin’ band comin’ at ya courtesy of vocalist
Bernie K., guitarist Victor Johnson, drummer Dave Brown and
bassist Dré Baby. Brilliant musicians in an equation that is pure
magic. Alchemy is alive!

Here's how the cards lined up for Total Eclipse so they
could record their debut album on Tabuw/A&M Records. Bernie K.
was the powerhouse voice, Dave Brown was the master blaster
behind the drum kit in the original all black, hard rock metal band B0 Qi RA R AN
Sound Barrier who were signed out of the LA clubs and released three albums (yes, well before Living
Colour). Victor Johnson built his reputation with the respected Bus Boys, while Dré Baby came from
the more R&B and funk side of life. There was one common thread between the four members who
came together in Total Eclipse. “We all have our influences. Ilove rock and like to do the funk thing,”
said bassist Dré, “Dave has a jazzier background, but deep down we all want to rock.” It shows.

“Everything that had to happen in order to make this band be a reality did,” said drummer
Dave Brown. “I'd been bugging Vic for years to put a rock band together.” “I had originally come to
Los Angeles from Colorado looking for a hard rock band,” said the highly respected guitarist Johnson.
VJ ended up touring and recording as the axemaster in the Bus Boys and sat in on a few Sound
Barrier gigs. Dré baby came west from Cleveland, found work as a session player, also joined the Bus
Boys and recently recorded with Jennifer Batten (Michael Jackson’s last tour guitarist). He was the
final link in the Total Eclipse chain of fortune. “I kept thinking,” said vocalist Bernie K. “Lord just
give me a bass player. We found one who could really lay it down!”

Once intact the Eclipse captured the attention of producer Michael McDonald (the engineer
for such diverse artists as Martika, Patti La Belle, Ray Charles, and the Desert Rose Band) who took
the band into the studio to record demos. The band played a handful of shows, and quickly
established a reputation inside the tight musical community of Los Angeles with their live
performances. “Vocalist Bernie K. combines the sensual assurance of Marvin Gaye with the
firebreathing vocal finesse of Rod Stewart” and..."Guitarist Victor Johnson’s solos possess all the
shock inducing impact of a concussion bomb,” said the LA Daily News. After that, 3rown’s brother-
in-law saw the band live and walked the tape into Clarence Avant’s office. He played it without
identifying the band and that started the ball rolling. “Ultimately, we were given full control to make
the album we wanted,” remembers Brown. Immediately the band went into the studio with producer
McDonald to lay down the tracks. “We turned on the tape and just started jamming to get the vibe,”
said Dré, “and went from there.”

“T just wanted something that felt right. That’s our motto,” chimed in the undeniable Bernie
K., who captured the attention of Bruce Springsteen, while Total Eclipse was recording their album
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and ended up doing a session with the Boss. “As long as it feels right is what this band is all about.
There hasn’t been one day since we've been together that I haven’t heard the word ‘groove.’ It all
starts there, it has to be there. We all want something that is universal, and great music has to have
a groove.”

The real proof is in the music you'll find in the thirteen tracks in the self-titled debut album.
Total Eclipse has combined a grinding groove (what they call “Rock n’ Groove”) and superb musician-
ship with a confidence that makes them unique. Listen to “Get Outta Yo’ Body ” and you'll feel like
dancing. On “Check Me Out” you'll understand Bernie K.'s invitation to get into his band. “I like to
twist the lyrics sexually,” Bernie says, “because I think rock should be sexy. Get into it and we know
you'll digit.” Put “Freedom Star ” on the stereo and you'll understand the sentiment that comes from
four black musicians who are socially aware and passionate. And for those music lovers who
appreciate great guitar work, Victor Johnson’s solo will send shivers to your fingers as you wonder
where those notes come from. “Fire In The Rain " which has become Bernie K.'s signature work is
redesigned this time. It has grown from a simple piano ballad about the demise of a former band,
to the title track of one album, and is now a Total Eclipse sweeping and climatic favorite, as well as
the first single from their debut release.

“I think the strength of this band,” said Johnson, “is that we are doing what we really feel and
there is a special chemistry.” “We can look each other in the eye,” adds Dré, “without saying a word
and know if it’s right.” “I've even had people come up to me,” concluded Bernie K. “and sa y ‘man you
guys play so tight, you sound like you wear the same underwear!”

Rarely will you find four such spirited musicians with such a commanding feel for their music,
a broad spectrum of musicality, all focused on one target, as the players in this band. But then how
often does a total eclipse come along?




